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R onald D. Schmied, 85, passed away April 8, 2016. As a civil engineer, he

contributed to the design of the Indiana Toll Road and worked world-wide
with the engineering firms of Harland Bartholomew & Associates, William S. Pollard

Consultants, and Espy Huston & Associates. Mr. Schmied served as City

Engineer/City Planner for the City of Germantown from 1980 – 1989 remaining
professionally active for several more years. He was a life-long learner with interests

in photography, electronics, computers and books. Mr. Schmied was preceded in
death by his wife of 60 years, Joan; his daughter, Susanne Stiles; grandson Isiais; and

brother Walter. He is survived by 3 daughters, Diana Schmied (Wade Morgan), Lori

Schmied (Karl Jost), and Joanna Deller; grandchildren, Rhiann, Loren, Hannah, Cree,
Katie, Emily, and Julia; and great-grandchildren, Aydan, Ariyana, and Kemper. A

private family inurnment will be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers the family
requests that memorial donations be made to the Clovernook Center for the Vision

Impaired at www.clovernook.org.Arrangements have been entrusted to Memorial

Park Funeral Home and Cemetery, 5668 Poplar Ave. Memphis, TN 38119. (901) 767-
8930. “Celebrating Life….Behind the Stone Wall.”
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DS Donald Schmied posted:

Cousins Diana, Lori, and Joanna, On hearing of your father Ron’s death I first saddened by the news,

yet what quickly followed was the realization that now he and Joan, who had shared so much of their

lives, will soon be reunited-and after but a short separation. Providence in practice.I had not seen nor

spoken with Ron in a number of years, but one of the last times we were together was shortly after

my father Walter’s funeral (his older brother). At the time Ron related to me a few incidents from

when he and Walter were young, ones which gave me a glimpse of my own father I would never

otherwise have had, that of a protective big brother-including during some turbulent times at home. I

thank Ron once again for passing along this knowledge.What is remarkable to me is that while Ron’s

path in life-and in work diverged considerably from that of his father for many years, (and from that

of my father also), in later life it became possible to detect (albeit not easily at times) commonality of

certain personality traits among them-in spite of their being, to differing degrees, private men.One

example. In spite of the much earlier unpleasantness, as Ron’s mother Ethyl’s health declined, and

Ron’s father Helmuth became her ever more tasked caregiver, he and Ron, (and after Helmuth’s

death, Ron and Joan) were able to work towards a common purpose, that of helping to ease Ethyl‘s

life during her increasing disabilities-until her death.Later, as Ron became Joan’s primary caregiver,

doing so likely helped hasten his own decline in health, similarly to what had happened with his own

father. Both of these men, giving without reserve of themselves, out of love for their lifelong

companions. Ultimately, both demonstrably loving men-even to an infrequent visitor such as myself.

Evidently its still a we-practiced old world trait, the tendency for us males towards too often making

light of (if not outright ignoring) our own health in favor of those close to us.For his children and

grandchildren, other relatives, and friends of all kinds, may the love of and for this man and the many

personal memories associated with him as that increasingly endangered beast-a good Husband,

father, Grandfather, Friend and Person, remain long after the recognition of his notable scholastic and

many workplace achievements fade.Don Schmied

April 12 at 8:41 AM

DS Diana Schmied posted:

Thank you.

April 11 at 5:04 PM
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JS John Schmied posted:

Dear Diana, Lori, Joanna and Family,It was with great sadness that we received the news of Ron’s

passing on today.I, myself, have always looked up to your Dad as someone to aspire to be like. Ron

was the first in our family to finish college and get a job where he could make a difference. The

people in Germantown have him to thank for the thoughtful, healthy, well planned foundations for a

wonderful town to live in. Marie, myself and the rest of the family would like to pass on our heartfelt

condolences to you for your loss!John, Marie, Elizabeth, Sara, Emily, Stephanie, Andrea and Jessi.

Schmied

April 10 at 6:22 PM

EK Elsie Schmied Knoke posted:

Ron was a great comfort to me when his brother, Walter died. He spent that first m=night with me

until my children could come. He and Joan will never be forgotten by us. Elsie Schmied Knoke

April 10 at 2:45 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Ronald by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


